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The Annaul Report for Agncultural
Development in Arab Region (1997)
Summary

The AOAD has been issuing this report since 1991, as part
of the activities of its main programme for monitoring and
analysis of the economic and political changes that have
currenlty tacking place at both regional and international
levels .

The main objectives of this report have been focussing on
the progress and achievements attained by the different Arab
countries in the feild of agricultural development, and
reveiwing the present status of the agricultural resource- base.
In addition to that, the report could be considered as a
principal reference for scrutinizing and idenfiying the short
comings and development endeavors at both country and
regional levels.

The report of this year, reviews in addition to the present
status of the agricultural resource-base in the Arab region, the
economic indicators of the performance in both agricultural
and food policies, that have been taken to adjust and cope with
the regional and international political and economic changes.
It also discusses and analyses the major constraints that
confront the development process.

The theme of 1997 report has been oriented to
scrutinization and followup of the developments incurred in
the field of water resources, with pariticular reference to its

-l v




rational utlllzatlon and conservation of its traditional
resources, beside the indiginous efforts for exploration of
other alternative renewable resources.

The focus on water resources, has evolved and been
confirmed by the Ministerial Conference which the AOAD
had organized and held in Cairo during the first quarter of
1997, since water is considered the most important
determinant factor in the agricultural development process in
general, and food security in paritcular.

The report reveals that, development of the agricultural
sector has been a top priority item in policies and strategies of
most of Arab countries. The agricultural sector has long been
considered as a principal sector in the economy of most of
Arab countries, as it accommodated about 42% of the total
population of the region, and it secures about 50% of their
food requirements.

The contribution of the agricultural sector in 1996 total
exports, varies between 10% and 95%, depending on the
importance of the sector and its rank among the different
€conomic sectors.

In general, the share of the agricultural sector in the Local
Gross Product increased from 5.7% in 1987 to abont 13.2% in
1996.

Regarding the agricultural resources, the report reveals
that, the arable lands during 1996 reachd about 198 million
hectar. Nevertheless, only about 67 million hectars were
under cultivation. The rest areas were distributed between
forests (90) million hectar, and natural pastures 358 million
hectar.
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The animal wealth, estlmated at about 50 million head of
cattle, 231 million head of sheep and goats ‘and about 20
million heads of camels. As for fish the total production
amounts to about 2 million metric ton.

The report goes further to show that the available water
from traditional resources, amounts to about 353 milliard
cubic meter, of which only 173 milliard cubic meter, have
actually been utilized for the different purposes.

Irrigation water constitutes about 90% of the utilized
water. Despite this fact, there has still been a critical shortage
in water resources, which at present limits the expansion in
agricultural activities in most countries. Owing to such’
situation, about 80% of the cultivated areas depend on rains
with its all draw backs.

The general features of the agricultural development
during 1996 and 1997 show that, the performance of the
agricultural sector has been affected by so many of the
regional and international changes, in particular those
pertinent to the libralization of trade and establishment of
some economic blocs.

It could be said that, the sector has greatly been influenced
by the general preformance of the national economy of the
different countries. The degree of this effect varies according
to the country's access to the natural resource-base, and the

relative importance of the sector in the National Gross Product
(NGP).

Nevertheless, the production indicators show a great
improvement, particularly with regards to production of
cereals, which increased by 40%. This improvement could be
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attrlbuted to adoptlon of the modern agricultural technologles
and the expansion in wheat production, which has been
increased by 22%.

Regional wise, the production of oil crops increased by
15%, and the pulse crops by 20%, where as the production of
sugar beet decreased by 8%. With regards to the status of
animal products, meat-production decreased by 1.3% and milk
by 2.5%. This might be due to the deterioration of natural
pastures and the decrease in price incentives.

As for food security and selfsufficiency, the 1996 statistics
show that, the food gap value reached about US$ 12.6
milliard, with an increase of about 4%, compared with that of
the previous year.

Excluding milk, eggs and white meat, which showed a
prominant drop in self sufficiency percentages, the other
commodities showed a prominant increase, such as cereals,
which increased from 52.7% in 1995, to about 65.7% in 1996.
This is in addition to the improvement in selfsufficiency
percentages of sugar, vegetables and fruits.
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